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Kerala by nephews, according to tlie custom of Malabar, for
300 years. From this time little is known of the history of
the country. It was probably ruled over at vaiious periods
from the ninth to the twelfth century by Mysore, Madura, or
Tanjore in turns, as each of these States ^succeeded in
obtaining the ascendency.

2. The present kingdom of Travancore rose at the begin-
ning of the fourteenth century, and advanced by degrees, by
the conquest and absorption of the neighbouring states, to its
present extent towards the close of the eighteenth century.
The whole of the Malabar coast had been parcelled out into
numerous rival states, all small and insignificant as to extent
or influence, which were frequently engaged in petty warfare
against each other. Nearest to Trevandrum, in the East and
South, the country was divided amongst a race of subordinate
chieftains caUed "The Chiefs of the Eight Districts." Im-
mediately north of Quilon lay the principality of Kayan-
kottam. South and east of the great lake, Changanacheri
and TeH'cmkur had their own rajahs; while VadakkanMr
lay between Cochin and the mountains eastward. Still farther
north were A'lanyadu and Paravtir. Besides these there were
a multitude of inferior states, so that it became a proverb
that, " although two steps might be made on one territory, a
third must pass the boundary."

The line of rulers descended from Eajah Veera Kerala,
son of Cheraman Perumal, had by this time become extinct.
About A,D. 1304, two princesses, said to have been descended
from" Cheraman Perumal by another wife, took up their
residence in A'ttungal, and established that principality.
From them were descended (or adopted, according to Hindu
custom) the thirty-three sovereigns who preceded the present
Kajah, and whose names are record^, in the native histories.

Yeera Eama Martanda Vurmah was the first of this line,
and commenced Ms reign in 1335. He founded the Tre-